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A. The invention defined in each of all Claims 1 to 7 of the 
application should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent 
Law Section 29 (2) since it could have easily been made by persons who 
have common knowledge in the technical field to which the invention (s) 
pertains, on the basis of the invention (s) described in the 
under-mentioned publication (s) , which was distributed in Japan or a 
foreign country prior to the filing of the subject application. 

Note (The list of cited references is shown below) 
• Claim 1 

Reference 1 discloses an optical disc comprising a lower 
protective layer, a phase-change type recording layer having a 20 nm 
thickness, an upper protective layer having a 20 nm thickness and a 
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Al reflective layer having a 60 nm thickness on a substrate (paragraph 
0014 and Fig. 1) . 

The invention as defined in Claim 1 of the present application 
differs from the invention disclosed in reference 1 in (1) that the 
recording layer has a composition of Ge y (Sb x Tei_ x ) i_ y where 0 . 60<x<:0 . 85 , 
and 0 . Ol^ycO . 2 0 , and (2) that recording and erasing are carried out 
by the specific methods. 

However, because the composition which meets the requirement 
in Claim 1 is disclosed in reference 2 (Sample No. 5 on page 4, the 
upper right column) and reference 3 (the fourth to ninth compositions 
on page 6, the lower right column) and is not special, there is no 
technical difficulty in the above-mentioned difference (1). 

Because the above-mentioned difference (2) seems nothing special 
for the reason B(l) give below, and the recording and erasing methods 
defined in Claim 1 are already known from references 4-5 , there is 
no technical difficulty in the above-mentioned difference (2). 

Therefore, the invention in Claim 1 of the present application 
could easily have been made by a person skilled in the art on the basis 
of references 1 to 5 . 
©Claims 2-7 

Since nothing special is seen, the inventions in Claims 2-7, 
like the invention in Claim 1, could easily have been made by a person 
skilled in the art on the basis of references 1-5. 
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5. JP-A-6-12674 

B. The claims of the present application do not comply with the 
requirements under Patent Law Section 36 (6) (ii) in view of the points 
mentioned below . 

Note 

(1) Though the present invention relates to a recording media, 
which is classified as a "product", the structure of the claimed 
"product" is unclear because the claimed recording medium is 
characterized by the recording and erasing methods. 

(2) The significance of the numerical limitations in Claims 1, 
2,4, 5 and 7 is unclear , even if the detailed description of the invent ion 
is taken into consideration. 

Therefore, Claims 1-7 are unclear. 

If any reason ( s ) for refusal is found later, it will be notified . 



Record of the result of prior art search 
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This record is not a component (s) of the reason (s) for refusal. 
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If the applicant wants to inquire about the outstanding official 
action or have an interview, please feel free to contact the following : 
4th Examination Division, Information recording 
Tel. 03-3581-1101 Extension 3502 FAX. 03(3501)0715 
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